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Glen Blair Redwood "Number 3" abandoned near 
Glen Blair in the Fall of 1938 It has now 
been restored and is on display at the Union 
Lumber Company Museum at Port Bragg. Photo 
by Jack Gibson. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Prior to the scrap drive of World 
War II the Redwood logging area had 
many abandoned engines standing on 
sidings and in sheds, One of these 
was the Glen Blair Redwood Company 
just outside Fort Bragg. 

Hearing of two engines out in the 
woods the staff members of The West- 
ern Railroader made a field trip in 
the fall of 1938 to photograph them, 

] Inside the shed at Glen Blair we 
found shay Number 1 and abandoned out-~ 
side was the "dinkey", 

The shay was later scrapped, but 

Glen Blair Redwood shay Ho. 1 in the dinkey was hauled into Fort Bragg 
the engine house at Glen Blair in in 1949 by the Union Lumber Company 
the Fall of 1938, J. Gibson 
‘ for exhibit purposes, 

The third engine, shay Number 2, 

had been taken over by Union 

Lumber for use at Ten Mile and 

was photographed there. For 

pictures of the "dinkey" and 

No. 2 on the Union Lumber see 

page 38 of Issue 212, The Cal- 

ifornia Western special issue, 

Copies are currently available 7737 Tio pete te ay Naseem an 

at $1.00 postpaid. Fort Bragg. 

We have been promised a series on the logging rail- 
roads of the Redwood coastal area to follow this issue 
and have on hand an extra=size feature on the Albion 
line of the Northwestern Pacific and the logging rails 
that branched-off of it. 
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The history, map and photo collection for this issue 
are by Stanley T. Borden, He especially acknowledges 
the cooperation of the Union Lumber Company museum at 
Fort Bragg. There are on display at the museum many 
historic pictures of the redwood logging in the Coastal 
area as well as many logging items including two steam 
locomotives and a flat car from a pole road. 


(SS 
«| | The Western Railroader | 
( “FOR THE WESTERN RAILFAN” 


\ 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California 


FRANCIS A. GUIDO, Editor-Publisher 
Jack Gibson, John P. Carrick, Assistant Editors 


. Subscriptions: 10 Issues for a Dollar 
Single Copy 50c 


The Western Railroader e Page Two 





GLEN BLAIR REDWOOD COMPANY 


By Stanley T. Borden 


The Pudding Creek Lumber Company was organized in 1886 
by Captain Samuel Blair and Alexander McCallum and in Febru- 
ary started construction on a sawmill on Pudding Creek, some 
6 miles inland from Fort Bragg in Mendocino County, California. 
They named their mill town Glenela which was later changed to 
Glen Blair. The Fort Bragg Redwood Company (became Union 
Lumber Company in 1891) constructed their Fort Bragg Railroad 
(became California Western Railroad in 1905) from Fort Bragg 
up Pudding Creek to Glenela, reaching there in 1887. All lum- 
ber was shipped over the railroad to Fort Bragg to be loaded 
on ships. In April 1891 the original circular saws were re- 
placed with a band saw. 


Apparently with the death of Capt. Blair, the mill was 
closed down and was idle for several years before it was sold 
in May 1903 by the Blair estate and Alex. McCallum to Charles 
R. Johnson of the Union Lumber Co., Allen A. Curtis and John 
A. Sinclair, the latter two men were formerly with The Pacific 
Lumber Co. Under the new management it was renamed the Glen 
Blair Redwood Company and the mill was practically rebuilt, 
resuming operation on August 17 with a capacity of 50,000 
board feet per day. 


The oxen logging teams were replaced with a railroad and 
the first steam locomotive, a Shay, was purchased from the 
Usal Redwood Company. With further extensions to the rail- 
road, Shay locomotive No. 2 was purchased new in 1997 and in 
1910, No. 3 a 0-4-OT, known as the "Dinkey” was purchased 
from the Navarro Mill Company. The Union Lumber Co. increased 
their interest in the company to 50% in 1908. 


The company had many prosperous years until the mid-twenties 
when with the sale of lumber down, the mill and logging camp 
was shut down at the end of April 1925, throwing 250 men out 
of employment. Apparently it was later reopened but closed 
again in 1928 and never reopened. It was not until 1941 that 
the logging railroad was town up with Shay No. 2 going to the 
Union Lumber Co. for use on their Ten Mile River logging rail- 
road. The following year the California Western Railroad re- 
moved their track from Glen Blair Jct. to the mill. In 1947, 
the "Dinkey” was taken to Fort Bragg for exhibition and Shay 
No. 1 was scrapped, the mill was also dismantled at this time. 
The Union Lumber Co. scrapped Shay No. 2 in 1950 but No. 3 
the "Dinkey” has been preserved and is on display at the museum 
in Fort Bragg. 


No. Type Cyl. Dvs. Weight T. F, B.P, Builder Date Shop No, 


1 2T shay 7x9 26 35,000 Lima 1889 #247 
ex-Usal Redwood So, #1, Purchased 1903, scrapped in 1947, 
2 2T shay 10x12 26 65,900 16,900 180 Lima 1907 #1838 
a Union Lumber Co. No. 2 in 1941, scrapped in 1950, 
-4-0 
ex-Navarro Mill Co,, purchased in 1910, to Union Lumber Company 
museum as "Number 1" in 1947, On Display at Fort Bragg. 
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An early view of the Glen Blair mill and town from 
the collection of Nannie M,. Escola, 


A view of the Glen Blair mill looking across the 
from the collection of Nannie M,. Escola, 
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A double-header on the Glen Blair Redwood Company with 
Number 2 on the head and Number 1 following. From the 
collection of Nannie M,. Escola, 


a ef _ cg 


Engine Number 1 of the Glen Blair Redwood Company with 
engineer Fred N. Goranson in the gangway about 1909, 
Photo from Fred N. Goranson, 
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The Little Valley Lumber Company Mill at Cleone with 
a Cleone tramway "train" in the foreground, Photo from 
the Union Lumber Company Museum, Fort Bragg. 


SS oa <4 Pe : 
The "downtown" of Cleone with the Little Valley Lumber 
Company store on the right and a "train" on the Cleone 
tramway passing through town. Photograph by DeBuhr 
"Photographic Artist” from the Union Lumber Company 
Museum, Fort Bragg. 
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The Laguna Chute of the Little Valley Lumber Company 
with the steam schooner "Sequoia" loading. 


CLEONE TRAMWAY 


Early in 1883, the Dwelly brothers secured timber land 
on Laguna Creek in Little Valley, in Mendocino County, and 
constructed a sawnill about a mile and a half east of the 
village of Cleone. It was powered by a towering water wheel. 
A wharf and loading chute was constructed on the coast and 
the first schooner was loaded with lumber in July of this 
same year. 


About this same time Harrison Barto built a sawmill near 
Inglenook at Mill Creek on the South Fork of Ten Mile River 
and on May 2, 1885, two Mendocino City merchants, Jarvis and 
Nichols, purchased a half interest. 


The Little Valley Lumber Company was incorporated on 
May 23, 1885 by Harriscn Barto, Henry H. Jarvis, Hollis Jarvis, 
James A. Nichols and E. B. Salsig to operate the Mill Creek 
mill and also purchase the Dwelly brothers' mill. 


The Laguna Creek mill was converted to steam power, cutting 
about 40,000 board feet per day and the Mill Creek operation 
cutting about 20,000. The company cut ties, lumber, piling 
and also harvested tanbark. 


A railroad ran about 24 miles from the Laguna mill through 
Cleone to Laguna Chute but used no locomotives. It was laid 
with strap rail and the cars were run down hili by gravity from 
the mill to the chute and were returned by horses. 


In 1901, the Union Lumber Company of Fort Bragg purchased 
the Little Valley Lumber Co. and replaced the strap rail with 
light steel rails but continued to use horses until the rail- 
road was abandoned when the Laguna mill was closed in November 
1904. The Mill Creek mill continued in operation until 1918, 
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